A  little  less  conversation 


New  survey  says  candidates'  religion  talk  doesn't  win  points 

NASHVILLE,  Tem.  (BP)  dmend  on  the  candidate's  !  I 
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ty  sharts  hia  rtUgiows  beUeft.  Bda  aorvey  icveats  that 

While  30%  indicate  they  yowig  adults  do  have 
would  be  Isas  Uhaly  to  vote  stronger  faelirM  aitd  that 
for  a  candidate  expressing  thty  are  more  nkely  to  vote 
religious  activity,  2M  say  n  dimrently  .depeiMiiu  on 
would  have  no  impact  on  which  rcUgious  convictiMons  a 
their  choice  of  candidate,  candidate  expresses.' 
IWenty-one  percent  of  Aiitericaiu  who  oottaider 
Americana  say  it  would  themselves  to  be  a  bom- 


^^cthodology 

The  Mirvey,  conduct- 
23-26,  20)1, 
MinilBod  on  onliita 


Legislators  at  Baptist  Building 


BHpMtset  wars  weight- 
region,  party, 
age,  race,  leligien,  gert- 
ortd  educotion  to 
ssHecI  the  populalion. 
The  completed  lompta 
of  2,144  terveyt  pro¬ 
vides  o  95%  confidence 
that  the  sampling  srror 


minus  2.2%.  Margins  of 
error  ore  higher  in  sub¬ 
groups. 


'Different  people  get  a  dif¬ 
ferent  picture  in  thmr  mind 
when  a  political  cattdidale 
shares  or  shows  their  reli¬ 
gious  convictions,' 

McCorwell  said.  'While 
some  Americans  warm  up  to 

this,  many  don't  sec  it  as  a  _ ^ 

positive.'  'In  fact  two-thirds  of 

African  Americans  are  Americaiu  who  never  attend 
most  likely  to  be  put  off  by  a  a  place  of  worship  appear  to 
candidate's  religious  exptes-  fiM  from  candidates  who 
Sion  —  just  twQ  percent  say  repeatedly  put  their  religion 
drey  would  be  'more  likely  in  front  of  them  and  four  in 
to  vote  for  the  candidate.’’  10  Hispanic  and  African 
Hispanic  Americans  (41%)  Arrterican  adults  take  it  as  a 
ana  African  Americatu  (43%,)  cue  that  the  candidate  is  not 
indicate  they  would  be  leas  for  theirx,'  McCoruietl  said. 


David  HamlHoii  91  imi  iinliniii),  [waaidt  nflhf  Mliiiminii  Bap 
tor  of  Vtost  Ueights  Chu/m  in  PuiitnWC,  wetooirM  Mtasmto^^ 
Legislative  Prayer  BtcMifast  on  fan.  4  to  the  Skyroom  at  tire  bwniR 
(kSOL  buildir^  in  dewt#mm  jmdcatL  The  htiiiaiKtmM  I 
jCamriiisamct.  wWh  tpossaota  die  annsa)  event  mported  a  spike  in  i 
^  pieeiaus  yearn  MK'B  Euauttve  OB  ttlut  Ihn  Putral  keynoted  thy 
.tainer  fcmstvn  -rs  Earl  from  l^ar4-pfoy#M  music. 'yhalu  by  WWiam  f 


A 

Alert  and  Prepared 


Editor's 

Notebook 


r*i5*^JS**  *^**5'  No  M>  fast  said  opponents  of  the  dty's  some  ftu 

Feo.  12  to  find  alter-  plan  to  kick  the  churches  out.  they  hav 

spaces.  Because  “What's  odd  about  this  is  that  of  the  as  ^  s 
to  nearly  ideal  floor  top  50  school  dUtricts  in  the  nation.  New  to  eruda 
hurch  "MS  —  large  York  Gty  is  the  oidy  sdtool  district  that  The  B 
ns,  well-equipped  has  a  policy  banning  worship  services.  It  same  sen 
*<  •**“  adequate  rest  does  not  show  respect  for  religious  liber-  In  tiu 
tlw  announcenwnt  ty,'  said  Iordan  Lorence,  senmr  counsel  Mississii 
^  blow  to  churches  for  the  Alliance  Defense  Fund  and  lead  orders  ai 

for  the  Bronx  Household  of  the  pote 
theMMed  diurch-  Faith,  the  church  that  initiated  the  court  churchn 
ithem  Baptist,  and  case  that  was  denied  a  hearing  by  tlw  dally  im 
Aurch  jplants  lust  U.S.  Supreme  Court.  ’  counts 

mimcu%.  Mod  ^  “A  lot  churches  are  going  to  be  efforts  t 
,aoo-»2,m  monthly  homely,  George  Russ,  executive  diiec-  s^ool  fi 
ace,  which  is  a  con-  tor  of  the  New  York  Metropolitan  Baptist  The  B 

f®***  Baptist  Press.  He  said  alert  to, 
^  Southern  Baptist  tions  of 
-  in  the  dty  will  be  impacted  by  devour  i 

num^r  of  churches  the  decision,  but  as  it  turns  out  the  candout 
»5*^'*^‘«»;re«U)t  the  only  problem  America 
about  160.  for  churches  m  the  Big  Apple.  Wbhai 
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approach,  tt  is  surely  macfi 
more  than  that.  ,« 

It  is  a  call  to  repent  of  our 
prayerlesaness  which  is,  at  its 
cone  nothing  less  than  idolatry 
^  the  self.  It  is  an  admission 
rat  the  tasks  assigned  to  us  are 
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i  tn  giving  up 
on  Resurgence 

By  Chuck  Laxoless 
tnlemational  Mission  Board 
Richmond,  Va. 


Convintion.  ^ 

Vs  not  that  Tve  been  opposed 
to  concept  of  a  GCR. 
ertiwslasbcany  voted  in  favor  of 
farming  the  GCR  Tnk  Foice  at 
ttwSoutfiein  Baptist  Convention 
m  2009. 1  strongly  support- 
cd  the  tiek  foice  reonmnencUh 
tfone  the  foUowfns  yen: 

..  Now,  dwugK  rm  giving  up. 
HaVswhy: 


^  TOun.£I^3^!^  «*  only  wavTttie  while  of 

mi.—.,*}—  we  are  doing  nincncto  in  this  task  caU^the 

*wKpS  *'***™«  •**  G*«>»  Commisaion.  Not  one  of 

Chairman  Wb^arc^ml^  million  Southern  Baptists 

5S; 

nadenom-  ^ ^  Coa^Son.  WIe  get 

°«efac«tod  jus'll  gi^^nqt  by  growing  strong 

'*ou^  God  and  seakhfa  face  in  payer 

“^Ihan  haJi'Slfad'5^‘^;!S;i’Sfe  -.if?*"*. 


C ntnmieiiun  leviveL 
Unless  I  am 


Commfaakmta 

nafic^  theta  place.  _  that  praying, 
•Vifecai^  appe^dgnifl-  diminfaSd* 
“w  maew  our  dfacuadona  Thathapoer 
•boiu  ^  Great  Commlaaion  iraticnisina 
even  vd^  our  bapto  and  on  hurnfaTS 
ntomb^p  tr^  hardly  Mtaaing,  mot 

_  structtSs  that 

^  We  limply  caimot  generate  mote  on  progt 

hhrotottvation  is  a  faar  that  kw  had  tai  a 
SouAem  BapUals  who  prayed  ”At  the  asm 
^  Commiaaion  task  31600  unenmmi 

force  three  yean  ani  and  I  am  to  ih. 


fow  "■««  comnuntoaicn. 
«fo«M  dwnin  IK  Tlw  Edan; 
•MTCT  record,  r.O.  Ba>  S30, 

Moon,  MS  M20S-0S30. 


InttTKttknud  Mission  Board  cf 
the  SoHthem  Baptist  Ctmoention, 
htaifuartered  m  Richmoful,  Va. 
His  ammentaiy  appears  amr- 
ttapef  Baptist  Press. 
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Christians  in  the  crosshairs  in  Kashmir 


Muslim  persecution  flares 
against  believers  in  India 


NEW  DELHI.  India  (BP 
and  local  reports)  —  Christian 
workers  are  fleeing  India's 
Kashmir  Valley  after  a  rump 
sharia  (Islamic  law)  court  ren¬ 
dered  a  guilty  verdict  against 
three  Christian  leaders  and 
issued  a  fatwa  against 
Christian  schools  in  mid- 
Decembei;  according  to  a  Jan. 
20  Compass  Direct  News 
le^rt. 

m  addition,  a  door-to-door 
campaign  reportedly  has  been 
laundtra  to  oring  converts  in 
the  area  back  to  Islam,  accord- 
ingto  Compass. 

Ihe  court,  which  has  no 
legal  authority,  issued  guilty 
rmings  of  'luriim  the  valley 
Muslims  to  Christianity’' 
agaiiut  pastor  Chander  Mini 
lAaiuia  of  All  Saints  Church 
in  Srinagar  in  northern 
India's  Jaiimu  and  Kashmir 
state,  Dutch  Catholic  mission¬ 
ary  Jim  Borst,  and  Christian 
worker  Gayoor  Mesaah,  The 
Times  of  India  daily  newspa¬ 
per  reported. 

None  of  them  are  in  cus¬ 
tody,  however,  siiKe  the  three 
had  already  left  the  region 
apparently  due  to  rising  ten- 


The  sharia  court,  headed 
by  i^shmir  Grand  Mufti 
Bashir-ud-din  Ahmad,  also 
directed  the  state  government 
to  take  over  the  management 
Of  all  Christian  schools  ir  the 
region.  The  Times  added  in  its 
I^.  19  report. 

Encyclopedia  Britannica 
defines  a  mufti  as,  'an  Islamic 
legal  authority  who  ^ves  a 
formal  legal  opinion  (fatwa) 
in  aiuwer  to  an  in<{uiry  by  a 
private  iitdividual  or  fudge.' 

'I  fled  with  my  wife  and 
children,  as  I  was  not  feeling 
safe  in  Srirugar;'  a  Christian 
worker  from  Kashmir  told 
Compass  on  condition  of 
anonymity.  'A  group  of 
Muslims  visited  my  house 
twioc^  firrcatening  my  parents 
with  a  social  boycott  if  they 
failed  to  produce  me.' 

The  source  said  he  and 
some  of  his  friends  left 
Srirugar  —  one  of  the  largest 
cities  in  India  itot  to  have  a 
Hindu  majority  —  a  few  days 
before  the  sharia  court 
ordered  the  three  Christian 
workers  to  leave  Kashmir 
Valley,  located  in  the  'fuslim- 
iiuiority  region  of  the  state. 

AnoUier  source  told 
Compass  that  some  men  had 
visited  his  family  and  those  of 
his  frietids  in  SiWgar  asking 
for  their  whereabouts. 

They  had  the  names  of  all 
my  local  Christian  friends 
w^  they  came  to  my  par¬ 
ents'  house,  and  tftey  asked 
for  the  names  of  more 


Christians  in  the  area,'  the 
source  recounted.  'Muslim 
men  are  going  to  vvery 
believer's  K^e  attd  asking 
their  farralies  to  ensure  that 
their  children  return  to  Islam. 

'They  are  using  Islamic 
scriptures  to  persuade  the 
families,  warning  that  if  flteir 
members  do  not  reconvert 
their  households  will  face 
ostracism.' 

The  source  added  that 
those  who  have  fled  nuy  net 
be  able  to  return  to  their 
homes  for  at  least  ayear.  "W^ 
have  our  family  with  children 
—  where  should  we  send  our 
kids  to  school?'  he  said. 
'W''ete  should  we  stay?  We 
don't  have  any  answers.' 

The  men  who  are  visiting 
Christians'  homes  ate  sent 
from  the  many  committees 
that  the  sharia  court  has 
formed  to  prevent  conver- 
siotu,  the  source  said  The 
mufti  who  rendered  die  ver¬ 
dicts  could  not  be  contacted 
for  conunent. 

Sroarately,  well-known 
Muslim  clergyman  Mirwaiz 
Unur  Farooq  has  launched  a 
website. 
www.tahafuaelituBi.ocg,  titled. 
Council  for  Protectioo  of  FUlh, 
for  a  conunittee  formed  in 
Noventber  2011,  'tiler  nunter- 
ous  cases  of  apostasy  came 
into  light*  ana  'to  thwart 
nefarious  designs  of  pervasive 
forces  and  the  deep-rooted 


forces  and  the  deep-rooted 
ctms^acy  of  making  youth 
apostate  and  defectors  by  giv- 
iiu  them  cottoeasions  ana  ben- 
e&secre^.' 

Mufti  deputy  Nasir-ul- 
Islam  reportedly  said  that  an 
investigation  against  Parvea 
Samuel  KauL  priitdpal  of  a 
local  Christian  missionary 
school,  is  underway. 

The  court  ordered  all 
Christian  schools  to  teach 
liiam  aiu]  other  faiths.  'Given 
the  Miulim  maiority  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  valley,  dte  Muslim 
students  should  be  taught 
Islam,  aiwl  daily  prayer  writ¬ 
ten  by  Syed  Muhammad  Iqbal 
should  also  be  suite  in  the 
morning  prayers,'  Nasir-ul- 
Islam  told  llte  Times  of  Iivlia. 

Iqbal  a  poet  and  philoso¬ 
pher  who  died  in  1938,  is  con¬ 
sidered  in  Pakistan  and  India 
to  be  one  of  the  nmat  promi- 
rtent  Islamic  philoaophers  of 
the  modem  era. 

Muslim  leaden  began  to 
rally  against  Christians  afler  a 
video  posted  on  YouTlibe  last 
October  showed  Muslim  youth 
bring  bsptiaed  at  die  All  Sabits 
Church.  Soon  thereafter,  the 
ritaria  court  summoned  Khama 
to  explain  why  Muslim  youth 
were  converted  and  whether 
they  were  a0end  money. 


State  police  arrested 
Kharuu  on  Nov.  19  on  charge 
of  hurting  religious  senti¬ 
ments  of  Muslims  by  convert¬ 
ing  their  youth.  He  was 
refeased  on  bail  Dec.  1.  The 
court  later  summoned  Borst, 
but  he  asked  the  mufti  to 
meet  him  at  his 
church  site. 

The  mufti 

"AgroM 

court  found  . "  ' 

Christian  Muslims  VI 
Me^hiuilty 

because  he  ening  mv  t 

was  also  seen  ... 
with  Khanna  Wtlfl  a  SOC 

‘"The'^‘^'°All 

India  Christian  duce  mC.” 

C  o  u  n  c'i  I 

warned  that  _ 

the  sharia  *  '■ 

court's  verdict 
could  encour¬ 
age  extremist 
elements  to 
indulge  in  violence.  'The 
church  does  not  accept  as 
genuine  any  conversion 
brought  about  Y>y  fraud  or 
force,'  John  Dayal,  the 
group's  secretary  general, 
said  m  a  statement. 

D^al  pointed  out  that  a 
fact-fmdiiig  team  that  went  to 
Srinagar  late  last  year  found 
,  rw  e^dence  of  force  or  fraud 
in  baptisnu.  'Each  baptism 
has  been  proven  to  Iv  voluit- 
tat%'  he  said. 

There  are  only  about  400 
Christiaiu  in  the  Kashmir 
region,  with  300  of  them  liv¬ 
ing  in  Srinagar;  according  to 
the  fact-finding  team. 

The  couitcil  also  said  the 
Christian  community  does 
not  accept  the  Jurisdiction  of 
five  sharia  courts  anywhere  in 
Iiidia. 

The  sharia  court  was  care¬ 
ful  in  its  verdict  one  of  the 
area  sources  observed,  noting 
that  the  three  who  were 
ordered  to  leave  are  not  per¬ 
manent  residents  of  Kashmir. 

The  source  also  questioned 
the  fatwa  against  Christian 
schools.  'The  court  issued  a 
fatwa  agaiiut  Christian 
schools  because  some  busi¬ 
ness-minded  Muslims  want 
greater  control  over  these 
schools,  which  are  known  for 


"A  group  of 
Muslims  visited  my 
hKxise  twice,  threat¬ 
ening  my  parents 
with  a  social  boycott 
if  they  filed  to  pro¬ 
duce  me." 

—  a  Chrisdon  worfcar 
biKasirir 


providing  quality  education,' 

Lorul  residents  saw  an  ele¬ 
ment  of  politics  behind  the 
teiuioiu.  The  fact-finding 
team,  which  visited  Kashmir 
from  Nov.  29  to  Dec.  2, 
learned  from  local  people  that 
some  extremist 
groups  and 
other  vested 
,  Qf  interests  had 

been  seeking 
ited  my  to  use  the  issue 

.  of  conversion 

5,  threat- 

arentS  frontation  with 

1  i_  the  state  gov- 

ll  boycott  eminent,  polit- 

d  to  pro-  ical  parties  and 

”  moderate 

Islamic  groups. 

Th^  were 
.  .  ■  'looking  to 

rMonworfcsr  j^ore  political 

in  Kawili'  points  agaiiut 

ea<h  ofliei;  and 
any  excuse  was 
good  enough 
to  foment  trouble,'  one  resi¬ 
dent  said.  The  state  govern¬ 
ment  apparently  sidM  with 
the  extremists  to  preempt  any 
unrest  local  lesidmts  the 
fact-firiding  team. 

While  most  Musliriu  in 
Kashndr  are  peaceful  adherents 
of  Sufi  bianv  some  are  influ- 
eiwed  by  Wahhabism  extremisne 
Kashmir,  located  iiy  the 
northwestern  part  of  \the 
livdian  subconliivent  has  been 
disputed  territory  for  Pakistan 
and  India  since  me  British  par¬ 
titioned  the  area  and  with- 
diew  In  1947.  It  has  served  as  a 
flashpoint  between  Pakistan 
and  India  —  two  nuclear  pow¬ 
ers  —  leading  to  a  numlm  of 
full-scale  military  conflicts 
and  the  frequeiit  shelling  of 
each  other's  positions. 

In  addition,  a  1962  Chinese 
military  iitcursion  into  the 
Indian  area  of  Kashmir 
blurred  the  border  between 
those  two  countries  and  has 
ivever  been  resolved. 

Editor's  note:  Bated  in  Sants 
Ana,  Ca.,  Compass  focuses  on 
Christians  worldsoide  who  are 
persecuted  for  their  ftith.  Used 
oy  permmton.  Additional  infor¬ 
mation  was  added  to  this  article 
In  the  staff  of  The  Baptist 
Record. 
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Southern  BaptWs  teok  IISS  new  misrionsties  ovciseos  during  2001.  a 
'phenomenri  29%  incicase'  over  the  peevkma  high  of  902  new  workers 
two  yeots  earliec  according  to  ferry  Rantdiv  IMB  president. 


Charles  and  Becky  Thorrua.  Sou’hem  Baptist  misstoiuries  for  17 
years,  resign  from  service  in  Romania  to  express  their  opposition  to 
what  they  term  a  hostile  takeover  of  the  Foreign  Mlasion  Board  by 
leaders  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 


The  Baptist  Record  celebratss  its  19th  birthday.  Authorized  by  the 
State  Corrverrtton  in  1976,  the  paper  began  publication  early  in  1977, 
with  the  first  issues  appearing  Feb.  I. 


]esus  Christ  ^ 

OF©  j 
Requeittihc 
Honor  of 
^  Voui 
A  Pieaencc 
in  Heaven! 


You  Can  RisroNP 
RiCKTNawl 

Sin^  share  thefaltaoing  pra^ 
with  Gad  in  ymrr  own  worn: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  freed  yoiL 
(I  have  sinsied.f 

Z.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
siiu  aitd  fieeitom  from  eternal 
derih.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  roae 
from  the  grave  t6  forgive  my 
siitt  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  Believe  in  featu.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Ovist  into  my  life.  From  firis 
Hme  orv  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov- 
irrg  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
rrorfee  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 


to  them  he  gave  Bse  right  la  become 
children  of  Cod.  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name.’lfalm  1:12) 

If  you  matr  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


FEBRUARY  1 2012 


Thc  Battwi  Rbcokd 


bad  thin{^  but  it  was  iust  that 
they  wanted  to  get  the  cor¬ 
rect  information.  Is  it 
October  or  is  it  FAnia^?  To 
some  I  responded  and  said, 
"Well,  Jus.  do  it  both 
months!'^  To  some  I  sai(i 
'"Well,  dtis  is  the  Mississippi 
time  for  showing  apprecia¬ 
tion."  For  others  I  inquired 
only  to  find  out  that  they  do 


Mcmosasu  Mvisns 

In  all  of  the  years  that  I 
have  been  preaching  aitd  the 
years  that  l  have  been  in  the 
pastorate,  I  have  watched 
vdth  amazement  how  people 
remember  best  iu>t  some 
great  spiritual  truth  you 
pointed  out  to  them  in  the 
scripture  and  itot  some  great 
worship  riKiment  where  they 
met  witti  Jesus  but  the  things  moment  waa  with  Bathsheba 
they  remen^er  best  are  your  artd  that  Belshazzar  was 
mistakes.  Not  long  ago  I  ran  actually  a  heathen  kiiu.  I 
into  a  fellow  at  a  funeral.  I  went  on  pteadting  for  a 
was  his  pastor  over  25  years  while  throu^  the  heads 
am.  He  came  up  to  me  grin-  turning  ancT  the  giggles 


lim  Futral,  executive  director-treasufrr 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


[tBLlOCIl 


DLETFB  T  HOB  KANG 


file  world  was  happening.  (Rom.  SM).  For  Gocl  look  person  who  I  talked  with 
Finally,  I  had  sense  enoud  what  1  messed  up  and  helped  said,  "We  do  not  ever  do  that 
to  stop  and  ask  and  was  tmd  straighten  up  some  things,  and  we  did  rtot  do  it  in 
and  ju«t  as  they  were  Let  me  enrlain.  October;  but  I  thou^t  your 

shocked,  surprised,  and  First  j<  all  I  want  you  to  article  was  wrong  in  the  time 
humored  so  was  I.  &  know  that  1  heard  nenn  a  February.  I  sai<L 

course,  I  have  made  many  luimber  of  our  pastms  who  "Weu  what  difference  does  it 
more  mistakes  but  not  as  sig-  are  struggling  with  their  really  make  if  you  do  not  do 
nificant  as  that  one.  leadership,  sometimes  their  HinOctobCTorinFebruaryr 

Now  all  of  this  is  to  say  to  self-esteem,  snd  sometiines  He  rust  kind  of  fiuew  his 
you  who  read  this  article  reg-  the  difficulty  of  serving  in  a  hands  up  and  wd,  "Well 
ularly,  if  you  read  last  week’s  church  that  may  not  be  treat-  really  none!"  I  said,  "You  got 
January  26  column  in  The  ing  them  with  care  or  even  it,  but  it  would  mod  if 
Bmtist  Record,  I  made  a  Huge  respect.  Some  thanked  me  you  did  something.  He 
mistake.  For  those  of  you  and  others  Just  asked  me  said,  "We  don't  want  to  set  a 
who  did  not  read  the  article,  svhat  (h>  you  do  when  rather  precedent"  I  said,  "What 
do  not  boffier  to  go  back  and  ffian  appreciating  you  they  would  that  precedent  be?" 
do  it  For  the  many  of  you  are  trymg  to  expel  you-  He  replied,  "Well  if  we  do 
who  did  and  tor  those  of  you  These  are  good  men,  godly  something  nice  for  the  pas- 
who  1  have  heard  from  1  men,  and  men  whose  hearts  tot  he  may  expect  it  every 
want  to  correct  my  error.  The  ate  turned  toward  God  and  year.  O  wnat  if  we  do  it  for 
article  was  on  showing  filled  with  love  for  their  peo-  him  and  the  next  pastor 
appreciation  (or  your  pastor  pie.  Yet,  there  are  people  comes  aitd  he  eniects  it  and 
and  it  came  at  the  aid  of  wdio  are  determined  to  create  we  do  not  like  hun?"  FNks, 
January  because  1  said,  opposition  to  their  leader-  expressing  sippreciabon  in 
"February  is  Pastor  viip  and  th^  loving  shep-  the  dungs  of  God  and  for  the 

■  *'  ■  L  -  •  - - ,  leaders  amoM  God's  people 

who  is  always  right  to  do  and 
t  hist  always  a  good  precedent  to 
)i^  set.  It  is  heart  monffi.  It  is 
naor  love  mondi.  ft  is  VUentines' 
cting  Day  month.  Expressing  your 

lebm  k>vc  to  everyone  and  in  this 
Mbte  case  to  the  leada  in  your 
they  church  is  always  a  good 
use!  thing  and  always  at  a  premi- 
«.  um  m  the  sight  of  Goa. 
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and  started  Ni 


mamiiAcent  tong.  I  wi 
unni  th^  were  nniahed 


BtiU  laugh^  1  stood  there  fused  and  prooioled  it  in  have  been 
for  a  moment  and  then  I  qui-  February  is  because  I  had  A  tecoei 
etly  aaid,  "The  Scripture  read  an  article  ivheie  eome-  perwd  wm 
eaya,  'If  your  bcotha  stum-  one  was  talking  about  caused  a  b 
blmheipnimup.'Itdoeanot  February  being  Naticmal  ofourchu 
^  Just  lil  there  and  laugh  at  HeaitMondi.  Itb  promoted 
him."  Well  then  ffiey  by  the  American  Heart 
laughed  again.  Association  and  in  this  arti-  aflH 

And  ao  at  this  funeral  dc  thn  eaid  you  shoiM  slop 
when  I  saw  the  brotha  all  he  and  show  appreefotion  aid 
wanted  to  remind  me  of  was  give  Blanks  tor  Bie  people  ■■ 
an  event  long  ago  where  I  who  really  mean  a  lot  to  you. 
had  made  a  big  stumbling  Oie  of  the  groups  they  men- 
bhindet.  1  ssked  him  if  he  tioned  was  pastoe*.  Well  in 
remembered  anything  that  I  the  busyneas  of  Ufe  I  thought 


stir  in  a  numba  Tke  autfor  tm  hr  matarted  el 
lies.  It  was  not  a  Jfidnriffinhdag. 


Hannibal-LaGrange 

UNIVERSITY 


Presidential  Search 

The  Band  ofTninsn  orHasaatl-LaGraapc  UancMy  it  IS  Mveb 
of  andidties  fcr  fte  office  of  Piesidasi  who  bsTc  the  kasaMde  md 
otpracc  to  Ittd  *i  Uaiventty  iato  dw  tane.  Dr.  Efaednu  Bait  ha 
his  rttimsHM  efbetive  is  the  sbmv  ofZOU.  A  esndi- 
^  he  m  active  sMadwr  of  i  Smshiwi  Btfo-dsadi  with  sp- 


n  spoac  article  expieeelng  my  appie- 
irs  ttiat  I  dation  as  \  >00  as  cncourM- 
iiL  "No,  big  people  In  Bie  churdicsfo 
of  any-  do  ao  with  their  pastor, 
e  could  Hence  last  week's  column 
akiiig  a  was  developed, 
normng  Now  if  I  had  known 
.  People  before  all  of  that  went  to 
dstakes.  ptesa  you  would  not  have 
te  there  aecr.  it  last  week.  But  since  it 
the  woe-  was  pubttthcd  two  or  Birec 
*  forget  things  have  happened  that  I 
g  about  tost  have  to  say  thank  you 
tduhery  Lord  for  allowing  Biat  to 
those  of  happen  evert  through  my 
tuderUa.  bhindet.  It  la  Jual  a  smaD 
uheious  thing  but  I  auppoae  it  is  one 


ItaBanmllKrao 


Ny 
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The  aewins  dub  of  North 
Long  Wrodi  Oinrch,  Long 
Bea^  aeoentiy  held  a  de<f 
kation  tundvran,  during 
whidi  216  little  giil  droaaea 
weie  dedicated  alorwwith 
175  pairs  0f  undeigru- 
ments.  The  dresses  were 
made  for  the  diildien  of 
Nicaragua  as  a  mission 
project  and  were  delivered 
to  the  country  by  pastor  of 
Wesfcv  MethodM  CTniidi 
OavidNewton.  Shown  are 
Bet^  Buddey,  Maty  Alice 
Wall,  Newton.  Marilyn 
Bailey,  and  pastor  Qiaries 
Bonner. 


Marilyn 

Charles 


Tim  Newton,  Baptist 
journalist,  dies  at  75 


2.  Gracewood  Church, 
Souttuiven,  held  a  nUs- 
stons  foir.  Representing  the 
Crossroads  %inday  Sdiool 
class  was  Denise  Summem. 
shown.  Barbara  Ash, 
WMU  presidenL 

3.  Spring  Creek  Church, 
PnilaacIphU,  will  host 
Norman  Geialer  speak¬ 
ing  on  America's 
Christian  Heritage, 
Feb.  26.  10  a.m.  Geisler 
will  also  speak  at  the 
Ellis  Theater  on  Feb.  25, 
at  6:30  p.m.,  on  How 
Many  Road$  to  Heaven? 


1.  North  Long  Beach  Church,  Long  Beach 


more  than  70  books  and 
is  founder  of  the 
International  Society  of 
Christian  Apologies. 


JACKSON,  Mias.  (BP)  —  Jim 
N^lon,  75,  of  Ointorv  lor^- 
tims  Southern  Baptist  Journalist 


information  for  the  Southern 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Board 
(now  North  American  Mission 
BoitdX  died  from  complications 
of  leukemia  Jan.  16  at 
NWisissipri  Baptist  Medical 
Cerher  in  Jackson. 

He  was  bom  into  a 
Kingsville,  Texas,  family  who 
were  editors  of  weekly  news¬ 
papers  in  south  Texas,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  working  at  the  Home 
Mission  Board,  he  held  numer¬ 
ous  positions  in  Baptist  Jour¬ 
nalism,  beginning  as  press  rep¬ 
resentative  for  the  Baptist 
Gcnarsl  Convention  of  Texas; 
Baptist  Press  assistant  director; 
and  editor  of  World  Mhsfon 
Journal  of  the  former  SBC 
Brotherhood  Commission.  He 
retired  as  the  Home  Mission 
Board's  director  of  public  rela- 
tioasinl992. 


After  his  1992  letiieinent  bean 
the  mission  board.  Newton 
accepted  a  oommunicirtians 


World  Vision  International  in 
California.  After  retiring  bom 
W»id  Vision,  he  and  Jus  wife  Pat 
moved  to  Clinton  to  be  near  their 
two  daughters  and  bve  grand¬ 
children. 

Newton  worked  extensively 
as  a  oommunications  consultant 
with  the  Billy  Graham 
EvnaeUstic  Association  (BGEA); 
the  Lausanne  Committee  for 
World  Evangriism,  a  ministry  of 
the  BGEA;  and  World  Vision. 

Newton  won  more  than  30 
awards  bom  the  Baptist  Public 
Relations  Association  (now 
Baptiat  Communicators)  and  the 
Religious  Public  Relations 
Coundl.  Hv'  was  a  Ihree-tiine 
recipient  of  BPRA's  (op  Journal¬ 
ism  honoi;  the  Frank  .  M. 
Buikhaller  Award. 

He  was  a  member  of  liace 
Ridge  Church  in  Ridgeland. 
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NCW  SIGHT  lAFTtST  CHUtCH, 
MOOKHAVCN.  MS,  IS  SCEKINC  A 
f/T  MUSIC  DIICCTOI.  S*nd 
fiumei  lo:  Chorion*  Nenvcfl.  P.  O. 
Bok  M.  WeMon.  Mt.  39191  or 
enuil  fo  wandMr23539Ml.net 


fASTOt:  VICTOtT  BAPTIST 

CHUBCH  IN  MATHISTON,  MS  IS 
SffKINC  tfSUMfS  FOB  A  PAS- 
TOB.  Ma!t  lo:  VIciory  Beptitt 
Church,  ^slor  Seaich  Committee. 
P.  O.  Box  12,  Methiston,  MS 


MT.  ZION  BAPTIST  CHUBCH  IN 

INOMNOCNCI,  is 

SfRUNC  A  PABT-TIMC  MUSIC 
W08SH»  UAOfB.  ComactOr.  leB 
CllhiB  at  rtv Retell >o€l#holma«l.corw  dr 
662-233-2401. 


COUNTY  UNf  BAPTIST  CHUBCH 
IN  BANKIN  COUNTY  IS  SOBINC 
A  BI-VOCATIONAl  CNBECTOB  OP 
YOUTH  MINISTBY.  Email  any 
queitiom  or  rceume  to 
InpiingeettbellKMAh.net  or  meB  lo 
CLBC  AMKh  Minitirv.  13S3  Couftfy 
Line  Mendenhall.  Mi.  39114. 
Comperuadf  n  phg..  based  on  expe¬ 
rience  anchor  afadHy  it  negoHabie 
ar^owW  alto  include  houiing. 
CAIHR  FIBSt  BAPTST  CHUBCH, 
ClOSTfB,  MS.  IS  SffKINC  A  PAS- 
TOB.  PWaW  send  reMjmeY  to  CalHee 
Hr«t  Bapttet  Church,  P.O.  Boe  110. 
Cloiter.  M».,  39630.  AHeMion: 
Search  Cqmmitie. 

WfON  HMl  BAPfiST  CHUBCH, 
BBOOKHAVfN.  MS  IS  SfEKJNC  A 
PAIT-TIMf  YOUTH  OIBfCTOt. 
Resumet  may  be  mailed  to  the 
church  at;  1242  Nola  Road  N.  E., 
irookhaven.  MS  39601  Attention 
AMith  Director  Seerrh  Committee. 


Si  \i  I  Ch wers 


1.  Slsyden  Church,  Marshall  Association,  has  called 
James  Russell  Fair  as  senior  pastor.  Shown  is  the  Fair 
family:  Cole,  Annsleigh,  Courtney,  Fair;  and  Ella 
Kathryn.  He  began  service  Jan.  9. 


t  , 


KiMWIS  \\I)  HoMI  COMINC.S 


1.  LongHr-w  Church. 

Stekvillc:  revival,  Feb.  5  - 
%  Sun.,  11  ajn  and  IJO 
pm.,  Jim  Futrab  Man,  7 
pm,  Qaienoe  Coopei;  Jr.; 
ures.,  7  p.m.,  Tmman 
Scstboroum  Wfo,  7  pm., 
Dan  Robertson;  -Tom 
Jenkins,  music;  Larry 
Yaibec  pastor. 

2.  Lawrence  Church, 

Lawrence:  lOOIh  anniver¬ 
sary,  Feb.  12;  services. 


lO-JO  a-m.,  followed  by 
dinner  on  the  grounds; 
Southern  Heritage, 
April  Ezell,  and 
Hosanna,  music. 

Escatawpa  Church, 
Eacatawpa:  revival,  Feb. 
19  -  22;  Sun  ,  10:50  a.m. 
and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  - 
Wed.,  11:45  a.m.  and  7 

&m.;  Mickey 

alrymple,  speaker; 
Wayne  Baggett,  music 


FEBRUARY  2,  2012 


■  Tur  Bsptm  Rtusin 


|l^ I  i(ni  I Hf  Ki  c  o\U) 


f*7V 
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minister 


niiUppiiVes.  Shown  is 
Ingram  with  a  fellow 
worker. 
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Jeff  Floyd,  pastor  of  Floyd  and  his  wile, 

Calraiy  Oinrch,  Oak  Temple. 

Groee,  was  honored 

j^th  a  reoep^  Jan.  15  2.  First  C3iarch,  Olnton. 


honoring  his  10th 
anniversary.  Sho%vn  are 


will  honor  long'time 
minister  of  music.  Bill 


Mail  Mwdi  2nd 


it7d)0|Mii. 


SituRfa|i  MtaadrSKl 


al6:30pji. 


|l  Si  I  V  )k  II  I!.  Ri  ’ 


Bacotv  with  a  retirement 
celebration  Feb.  11  and 
12.  The  Saturday  night 
event  will  honor  Bacon's 
36  3reara  as  nunister  ol 
music.  The  public  is 
invited  to  the  ceremony 
begiiming  at  6  p.m. 
Stmday's  service  at  9-JO 
a.m.  will  also  honor 
Bacon  aitd  family. 

3.  Holly  Springs  Church, 
Foxworta,  received  a 
donation  of  a  granite  Ibn 
Coounandmertts  stone  in 
menwry  of  Mary  Brisler 
Bracey  (Lark)  by  her  six 
children;  Bob,  Daphne, 
Smitty,  Charlott  Sandra, 
aitd  Betty  (shown). 

4.  First  Church,  Bcfaonl, 
will  host  an  apprecia¬ 
tion  reception  for  Nellie 
Jo  Lilly  Feb.  12.  She  has 
been  a  musician  at  die 
church  since  1968  and 
has  been  music  director 
siiKe  1986.  Reception  is 
from  4  until  5:30  p.m. 

5.  Improve  Church, 
Columbia,  ordained 
Gene  Moree  as  deacon 
Jan.  15.  Shown  are  pas¬ 
tor  Pare!  Daniels, 
Moree,  and  Darlene 
Moree. 

6.  Main  Street  Church, 
Goodman,  ordained 
Steve  Difasy  as  deacon 
Dec.  11.  Shown  are 


5.  Moree  ordtaathm 


6.  DMey  ordination 


-1 


3.  Holly  Springs  Church,  Fonvorth 
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Tm  BArnsT  Rrcxno 


Johnson  made  her 
singing  debut  at  New 
Yo»  famed 

Lincoln  Center  on 
January  15.  The  MC  voice 
instructor  was  Joined  on 
stage  by  MC  gr^uate  Jay 
Carr,  a  student  at  the 
Bnx^yn  (N.Y.l 

Conservatory  of  Music 
and  the  Mississippi 
College  ,  fingers  under 
the  ^ton  of  Music 
Department  Chairman 
James  Meaders.  Shown 
SIC  Carr  and  Johnson. 

IntematiotMlly  celebrat¬ 
ed  sculptor  Sam  Gore 
will  receive  a  lifetime 
achievement  award 
from  the  Mississippi 
Institute  of  Arts  and 
Letters.  It's  the  latest 
recognition  for  the  85- 
yeai-old  Mississippi 
College  graduate  and 
former  chairman  of  the 


Carpenter  Sales 


university's  Art 

Department.  He  is  set  to 
receive  the  award  at  a 
June  9  banouet  at  the 
Mississippi  Museum  of 
Art  in  Jackson. 

The  pastor  of  Legacy 
Church  in  Plano,  Tex., 
Ceme  Wilkes  will  be  the 
guest  speaker  at  the 
Evangelttm  Lectures  at 
Mississippi  College 
February  6-7.  Wilkes 
has  authored  numerous 
books,  including  Jesus 
on  Leadcrsl'.ip  m  1996 
and  Evangelism  Where 
You  Live,  which  he  co¬ 
authored  with  Steve 
Pate  in  2008.  The 
Evangelism  Lecture  on 
February  6  begins  at 
7  p.m.  in  Provine 
Chapel  and  the  public  Is 
invited.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  on  MC's 


OmiL  Ain 


Lowest  Lsaoa  Wiymsnta  Cser  ri 


WWW carpenterbu5  -  .  S00-370  6t80  | 


5.  Wilkes 

Evangelism  Lectures, 
contact  Bum  Page  at 
(601)  925-3292  or  Linda  . 
Street  at  (601)  925-3218. 
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Design  ft  lolepalioa  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  ft  Ligbiii^ 
Cbudi,  CooCmaoe  Room,  School 
E(|uipiiMat  sales,  service  snd  iaslidlation 

Ihtoper  Hales  P.O.Box  1375  Fh  601-923-9947 
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RONNIE  &  BEVERLY  COTJTNGHAM 


Calvin  C  Initraiv  86,  retired  pastor,  died 
Dec.  30, 2011  in  Adtens,  Ala.  He  was  bom 


in  Water  Valley.  He  served  in  World  War 
II  as  a  flight  engineer,  top  turret  guimer 
on  B-52  bombers,  and  was  a  staff 
sergeant.  He  received  a  bachelor  of  arts 
from  Mississippi  College  and  a  master  of 
divinity  from  New  Orleans  Setrdtuiry.  He 
pastorra  Simmons  Mennorial  Missi^ 
Flora;  FrieiKlship  ChurcK  Natchez; 
Wilnut  Church,  Vance;  Evergreen 


Church,  Louisville;  West  Marks  Church, 
Marks;  East  Highlaitd  Church,  Hartseile, 
Ala.;  artd  Sardis  Springs  Oiur^  Atliens, 
Ala.  He  served  on  Ow  Alabsnu  State 
Board  of  Missions  and  was  a  volunteer 
on  mission  trm  to  Columbia,  South 
America,  aitd  Zunbia,  Africa.  He  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  his  wife  of  64  years,  Lucile 
Crouch  IruTuin,  formerly  of  Batesville; 
son,  Stephen  Inman,  Athens,  Ala.,  and  a 
sister,  Nalda  Oakes,  Clarksdide. 


Thi  BAmxT  ftscoso 
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ineanttoUvemanunner  (cAcn),  could  convey  the  nuance  tiativein 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 


that  was  “appropriate.*  of  “representation'  OUv  the  the  realm 
SudiaUfe  wasdiaracter-  imaa  of  Caesar  on  a  coin)  or  it  qualifying 
ized by (1) “bearmg huit  could  convey  the  nuance  of  apartofni 
in  every  ^ood  wotfc*  “onanifestation.*  Here  the  sec-  iM  us  by 
which  lefmred  to  the  end  seems  to  be  what  Paul  is  need  ana  li 
reproductive  aspect  of  meaning  —  that  the  symbol  or  right  stand 
the  Christian's  calling  image  Iw 


of  his  presence  by 
enabling  them  to  be 
kingdom.  God  qual- 
jiving  to  us  what  we 
at  is  rishteousnesB  (a 
ng  wm  himX  Since 
boievers  to  be  right- 


with  it 

who  is  “spirit*^  (and  and  (2)  tudt  a  bie  of  aer-  presence  of  the  objM 

his  piwwiy  hi^ilights  the  therefore,  “good*)  vice  would  gain  an  words,  the  invisible  God  ifies  a  person  Cor  entrance  into 

raiityofCnriBLtreiscreatoi;  would  h^  notrdiw  to  increase  in  the  knowl-  becoones  visible  (“manifested*)  the  kingdom.  As  God  promised 

emeo  and  sustamer  of  all  do  with  a  human  body  Page  edge  of  God.  The  good  in  Christ  Paul  wanted  his  read-  a  physa:^  inheritanoe  to  toaeb 
tion.  In  this  context  Paul  which  is  matter  and  con-  news  was  that  'd«e  one  ers  to  kitow  that  the  ytnon  of  he  promises  bdievets  a  ^xritual 

ed  Cor  the  Coloasian  sideied  to  be  “evil*  Obviously  who  soug^  to  live  a  life  in  such  Christ  was  tiuK  and  hilly  God  inheritance,  the  redemption  that 

Btiara  because  they  were  this  doctrine  negated  the  a  worthy  manner  was  mt  pow-  and  the  loorir  of  Christ  was  that  of  is  in  Christ  1^  have  been  saved 

g  influenoed  by  false  teach-  Christian  doctrine  of  the  ertess  to  do  sa  Paul  prayed  for  reconciliation  —  to  set  right  dtat  or  rescued  (a  term  that  comes 

vho  propaguled  Use  teach-  Incarnation  and  denied  the  effect  eadh  believer  to  be  “strength-  which  has  gone  wrong.  AH  of  faom  warfare  terminalogy)  pom 

Schotaridr»astotvhatthe  of  Christ's  ifiyacal  de^  cm  die  ened  with  all  power  aoootdiw  to  aeation  will  be  reconciled  Satan's  Ungdean  of  darkness;  we 
teachiiv,  was.  While  fuU-  cross  —  recternplion.  his  sdoricxis  might*  'niat  through  Christ  either  voluntarily  have  been  saved  to  Christ's  king- 

m  GncMtic  (monounoed  So  Paul  pnyed  dut  they  strengm  came  from  cenduranoc*  (by  willing  submisaion  to  Jesus  dom  erf  light  and  we  have  bem 

ilic,“  from  the  Giedc  word  might  be  “fiDM  with  the  knowi-  and 'patience.*  Endurance  is  which  brir^  die  blessings  erf  sri-  saved  for  the  purpcMe  erf  waDc- 

ia — anin  die  “g*  is  silent—  edge  of  his  i^*  Paul  wanted  “the  capacity  to  continue  to  bear  vadenX  or  irorohintaiily  (being  ing/bvii^  a  Iw  that  is  worthy 

ning  Hoiowlec^e*)  heresy  his  reaclers  to  “te  fiOed*  (“under  up  under  difficult  dreum-  oompiered  by  his  powej  Oie  (appropriate)  of  the  Lord  who 

not  develop  until  die  had  thecontiolcrf’Jdiekiiovirlcdgeaf  stances,*  and  paiieiM  is  “a  state  way  or  the  cthet  willingly  or 
ury,  an  {iKqiient  (or  early)  Gcxf  s  wiU.  He  wanted  his  read-  of  emotional  calm  in  die  fare  cf  unvriliing,  all  dungs  will  re  lec- 

I  erf  it  or  some  siinHar  teach-  ers  not  to  have  a  knowledge  of  pipvcxabon  or  misfortune  and  onciled  by  and  through  Christ 

was  threatening  the  some  Use  mystery  religion  but  widiout  compiatning  or  inrita-  Through  Christ's  death  in  a 
HSlan  congregation,  to  have  Ok  knowledge  of  (rod's  tion*  (Louw-Nida).  Neither  cir-  phfiical  (contruy  to  insipi- 

(ding  to  this  teachtng  salva-  will  that  is  dweemednom  know-  cumstanre  nor  people  are  to  ent  Ckioabc  teaching  on  me 

was  gained  through  knowl-  iiw  God  himaelf.  upset  the  person  who  walks  in  cross,  he  has  rescued  bebevers 

ramer  dian  ^  grace  Taul  wanted  Gcxf  s  wiU  to  be  diewiBcrfGcxl(MdickX  from  Satsn's  “dominian  of  datk- 

igh  Uth.  This  dudistic  done  in  their  lives  so  they  would  In  ChL  1:15-20  Paul  described  nere*  and  *brou^  us  into  the 
mg  also  viewed  the  spirit  live  (“walk*)  in  a  manner  that  (3itiat  as  the  “inuige  of  the  mvis-  kingdom  of  his  Soir~(die  king- 

a  ^  toll **  ~  “  toto  - *aaiM  mrfat/  ^  rfam  f  jiil^  lafibia^k  fclm  «aiOn4  **im  ■«***  o/  r^Arfl  Kmlr  #ll*  IffM* 


uchmrofihe 


They  would  refuse  to  learning  to  make  wiae  chotoes  thanksgiving  showed  the  atti- 
adopt  pagan  attitudes,  in  a  healthy  lifestyle  as  well  as  tude  of  compassion  and  love. 
acHcns  and  rituals.  learning  about  stewardship.  Clod's  command  was  to  be 

Neither  of  these  lessons  were  giving  towards  fellow 
□toosesClaan  necessary  before  entering  uraelltes  in  need  Just  as  it  was 
Canaan  as  manna  was  their  to  give  to  the  Lord.  It  was 
diet  and  they  were  dependent  (rod'a  desire  to  show  brother- 
upon  God  for  everything.  With  ly  love  towards  each  other 
crossiitg  into  Canaan,  all  that  without  being  reluctant., 
would  oianoe.  They  would  be  Moooa  spoke  openly  diout  the 
remonsible  for  their  own  food  poor  in  Vw  midst  of  the  land, 
and  would  be  producing  a  crc»  He  gave  two  words  of  caution 
■rds  of  bvestoex.  —  avoid  being  hardhearted 


Explore  the  Bible 

Be  Different 

euteronoaay  Mcl-^  9-11, 19-21, 22-23;  15:7-11 


14:9-11, 


lands  on  the  cast  sue  erf  The  Orfldtcn  of  Israel 

ore  we  known?  How  thekadan.  Howcvwhe  had  barn  loakiM  for- 

be  semciabeted?  What  had  alao  son  UitB  erf  ward  to  the  land  flowins 

a  bfe  style  do  we  lead?  lebcIHon  and  seffiah  Moore  with  ndk  and  hcaiey  ana  — - ^ - ^  - 

■y  ghwn  d^  our  answer  to  desbestss  well  Isnrfnga  to abuicUit  food  supply,  as  weU  as  herds  of  bveatoclL  —i 

vcBMStions may  vary.  Aserf  reminder  of  who  the  people  In  Now  (fod  gave  InsIruclianB  on  (rod  expected  a  tithe  to  be  and 

rrmi^  a  coach  is  being  lec-  iWs  natfon  of  btaei  were  God  appropriate  foocb  to  as  to  pot-  brought  before  the  Lord,  of  t 

•d  for  leiKlii^  Ms  Iranw  in  gave  diieclions  on  mrinUnbig  tny  a  deai  bfaslyle.  The  scrip-  Moses  nsade  it  very  plain  of  ham 

itw  5(n  btotefooD  games,  mcir  appearance  as  a  nation  tuie  groups  approved  bah  wiBi  (rod's  expectation  —  “Each  eno< 

rt  He  gave  credit  to  the  prouderfitsheritageinbeingobe-  die  fin  and  scales.  Cleinbirds  year  you  are  to  act  aside  a  lendi  neec 
^  men  whom  he  had  dtorf  to  to  God  Thre  were  to  are  approved  with  an  extetefve  of  aU  the  produre  grown  in  HC! 

hrd  Who  cfo  we  give  credit  lock  bke  and  act  bice  (rod's  peo-  list  of  birds  banned  and  labeled  your  firida'WDeuteronomy  14:  won 

i»ho  we  are  and  how  we  are  ^  He  had  <hcMn  them  to  be  imdeen.  Mammals  were  z2,HCSB).  ThcfMbomofthe  ,  and 
wn?  The  children  of  brad  tbs  very  'own  posacssfon  out  of  approved  with  spbt  doven  bvestock  and  flocks  were  to  be  cate 

been  fobowiiw  Moses'  lead-  aO  the  pcopb  on  the  fore  of  die  hooves  and  ones  dial  chewed  presented  to  the  Lord  as  wdl.  prac 

ip  for  spproimnately  40  earth'  (UMteronomy  14:  2,  their  cud  The  proirfbition  of  a  The  credit  for  the  entire  harvest  evet 

s.  Now  Moses  addresses  Ms  H(SBX  There  were  two  apccibc  yowig  goal  boded  in  MS' moth-  and  all  the  increase  in  the  Uve-  agai 

iwera  on  how  di^  were  to  wamii^  to  the  Israebtes  —  er'snslltwaapcBdtilt  lefoiedtoa  stock  belonged  to  (rod.  The  poo: 

«  God's  holy  people  in  a  refrain  ffisn  cutting  the  body  and  sinular  prktire  of  the  command  to  bthe  gave  icoogni-  yeai 


the  CinamMr  culture  Exiribil  Cimaiafont  Stewardship 
erent  —  leveabng  the  Peufonmomy  Me  2^23 
Kfor  erf  thdr  holy  GcxL  The  (Tiildren  of  brad  were 


(M  nealy  prinlad  on  4  1/2  by  ll-kieti 


n»iu>^  Honor  Roll  of  Churches 

t'^r^adi  January  we  evaluate  the  cash  gifts 
1*^  received  by  The  Baptist  Onkiren's  Village 
J..^dunng  the  previous  twelve  tnonihs.  In  this 
evaluatiaii,  it  hat  become  customary  to  list  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  churches  in  deaceading  order  of 
ca^  gifts.  This  docs  not  include  non-cash  gift 
items  or  volunleer  efforts  that  many  churches  con¬ 
tribute.  This  evaluatioo  ind  analysis  hat  became 
known  as  the  “Honor  Ron  of  Churches.” 


Fed  wrongly  penalizing  non-terrorists,  group  says 


Claim  accuses  government  of 
unjustly  punishing  refugees 


WASHINGION  («>)  — The 
Obama  admlniatraiion't  oon- 
ttnoed  inaction  haa  atranded 
thouaandaoi  peaceful  eefugeea 
in  buieaucmik  limbo  by 
«<nx]ngjiy  labd' 
ing  them  aa  tar-  n|^'- 
roriata.  aaya  a  art 

ooatttiianaiicb- 

human  _rt^la  done 


aic  proceeding  through  the 
aaylum  ptooeaa.  are  catego¬ 
rized  aa  terroriaia  evcnj 


ill  refugeea  dtoa|^  they  are  living  peace- 
limbo  by  hiUy  m  thia  coun^. 

The  problem 


'The 
Southern 
Baptiat  Ethka 
It  Religloua 
Liberty 
Commiaaion 
(ERLC)  in 
Nashville  was 
one  of  die 
groups  repre- 
senM  on  a 
recent 
Washington 
panel  that 

amiin  urged  the 
white  House  to 
implement 
refonns  called 
for  in  a  2007 
law. 

The  measure 
was  designed 
to  oorrect  unbv 
tantlonal 


are  grateflii 
coutTby  has 
done  as  it  has 
on  admitting  people 
to  this  country  on 
refugee  or  a^ilum 
basis,  and  yet  at  the 
same  time,  it’s  dear 
that  when  it  comes 
to  this  particular  sub¬ 
ject  that  we  can  do 
better^' 

—  Barrstt  Daha 
•toa  praaWaet  )W  pMk 
paAcy  sad  resaerdi 
Southam  bhlcs  a 

RalbiDoa  Ubar^ 
Commiaaion 


Tha  problem 
alao  has  plaaed 
an  unknown 
noanber  of 
lehigeea  in  dan- 
geiona  condi- 
ftms  oveneaa 
and/or  separat¬ 
ed  them  from 
their  familiea, 
according  to  the 
ooaldioiv  which 
abo  made  the 
appeal  in  2010. 

The  federal 
law's  overiy 
broad  dehnr' 
QOnv  Of  tCfIvC* 

ist  otganiza- 
dona'  and 
‘‘material  sup¬ 
port*  to  suro 
groups,  and  the 
wide-ranging 
interpietanons 
by  die  adminia- 
tration.  have 
enenaicd  many 
non-terroriata 
aaeking  to  live 
ta  this  oourdzy. 


rotiam  laws  paamd  after  the 
2001  tuidde  attacks  on  the 
United  States. 

The  failure  ^  the  executive 
brand)  to  apply  those  proce¬ 
dures  has  meant  more  than 
4,000  people  who  already 
have  ({ualifWd  aa  rcfugsaa,  or 


,  in  diia  country. 

nzed  as  terrorists  even  if  di^ 
supported  pro-democracy 

eflorts  or  groups  that  foui^ 
under  the  direction  of  die 
United  States. 

While  coalition  members 
believe  changes  are  needed  in 
federal  law,  diey  say  the  execu¬ 
tive  brand)  could  solve  many 


of  the  proMema  by  applying 
die  crri^wiieial  refomia  in 
place.  Banett  Duke,  the  ERLCa 
vice  nreakienf  for  pUMic  policy 
and  reaeardv  tokt  the  audienoe 
at  the  Ian.  23  panel  diaoiaaion 
llie  ooaUtion  ia  not  urging  die 
government  'to  drop  the  bar 
altogether*  onexammiK  peo¬ 
ple  entering  the  United  States. 

"We  are  grateful  dut  our 
oouMry  tws  done  aa  well  aa  it 
has  on  admitdng  people  to  this 
cenni^  on  rehme^  or  aayhun 
bwit,*^he  aakL  ^aid  yet  at  the 
same  dme,  it'a  dear  mat  when 
it  conus  to  dds  particular  sub¬ 
ject  dial  we  can  do  bettec.* 

Duke  said  the  *tenoriam- 
related  inadmiaaftility 

grounds,*  or  TRIG  aa  they  are 
known,  am  'uneven^:  applied 
and  insensitive  to  the  rrelitie» 
of  life  for  many  of  these  peo¬ 
ple.'  TRIG  is  ineenaitive.  he 
said,  m  the  folowing  ways: 

•  Spiritual  gronads.  "It  cer¬ 
tainly  has  the  potential  tci  and 
promMy  ia  currently  pimiak- 
tng  peo^  who  take  di^  diad- 
ptenup  seriously,  their  ooounit- 
ment  to  the  Lord  seriously,* 
Duke  said. 

He  cited  vecaes  tat  Matthew 
tai  which  Jeaua  commanded  Hia 
diadples  to  meet  needs  and  to 
do  more  than  what  ia  required. 
The  person  who  acta  tai  obedi- 
cnoe  to  Christas  commands  by 
providing  sudi  ‘malsrial  sup-, 
pour  astoodorwalKtosonia-l 


taig  to  failMuBy  Uve  out  dieir 
rro^ous  befiefa,'  he  si^ 

•  Sodai  grounda.  Tbt  ws- 
tem  '*3a.  acmally  weakenmg 
families...  actually  direedy 
afiecting  how  childm  gi  MV  up 
and  the  idationshipa  b-tween 
husbands  and  wives.*  Duke 
aakL 'That  is  oettmnly  net  good 
for  anyone.  Sodedei  are 
stronger  when  iamilins  are 

g 

The  rules  don't  appear^  take 
tailo  consideration  intend  level 
of  auppoct  or  the  type  of  regime 
oppen^'  he  taia.  “Soinroow 
aooie  oommon  aenae  needs  to 
be  injected  into  the  'yatem. 
...(T]iM  current  bar  ti  even 
betaig  uaed  to  deny  a^hm  to 
victims  of  tetroiiat  extation  tai 
Nepal  and  evm  against  women 
who  ate  rued  and  ensti.ved  by 
mllitiaa  tai  Liberia.' 


•  Practical  pounds.  The 
refugee  or  aayluin  process 
'expoees  someone  to  such  a 
depee  of  sauttny  that  this  is 
the  least  likely  way  that  some¬ 
body  is  going  to  use  to  try  to 
enter  thia  oourtaiy  to  do  hann,' 
Duke  said. 

One  of  the  paneUsla,  Julie 
Hysens^  explained  die  devastat¬ 
ing  ooneeqiMoea  of  the  ayaton 
_  for  her  family.  She  hasbeen  aep- 
C  mlad  tom  her  hmbaaid  Alban 


bar  of  a  terrorist  group  or  to 
someone  who  b  related  to  a  ter- 
roriat  — -  and  telb  die  truth 
about  it  —  could  be  labeled  a 
teiiuriat  by  die  US.  govetn- 
oicnt 

'The  way  thb  b  cuircndy 
being  dong  it  certainly  punirii- 
aa  peopfe  who  are  aim^  tiy- 


'Aiben  b  not  a  letrotuL' 
hb  tearful  wife  said.  'Ha  b 
not  a  threat  to  aiqrbody.  He  b 
hard-working,  honost,  caiiiq^ 
dependable.  I  ndaa  him  so 
much.' 

Melanie  Nezer,  senior 
director  of  US.  polin  and 
advocacy  for  the  Hrorew 
Immigr^  Aid  Society,  said 
at  the  briefing  the  policies  in 
question  arc  not  helping  the 
war  against  terroriam. 

'In  terms  of  thb  being  a 
tool  to  protect  the  courtary 
bom  terroriaia,  I  don't  ditaik 
anyone  could  say  it's  an  effac- 
dve  tool'  she  SM.  'It  praba- 
My  diverts  a  lot  of  resources 
that  could  be  otherwise  uaed 
in  a  better  way.' 

The  coalition  abo  made 
siiniUr  appeab  to  the  Obama 
adminbtration  in  late  2010. 
Coalition  members  sent  a  let¬ 
ter  to  Obama  in  October  call¬ 
ing  on  him  to  onler  the  full 
implementation  of  the  2007 
tow's  refbnru  within  a  tf-day 
compliance  period. 

Among  me  27  coalition 
signers  m  die  appeal  was 
ERLC  President  Richard 
Land.  A  briefing  in  which 
participanb  repeated  dieir 
calb  for  charm  waa  held  in 
December  of  me  same  year. 

Abo  speaking  at  the  panel 
discussion  were  Anwan 
Hi'.ghea,  senior  counsel  at 
Human  Rights  First,  and 
Steven  Schiumaiw  bads 


immigration  judgg  icjecisd  hb 
appUcadon  for  asyhim. 

Whan  he  left  die  country  on 
the  advice  of  a  Uwycg  he  was 
denied  a  vba  to  tenim  on  the 
basil  of'hb  servioe  fmr  two 
months  in  the  Kosovo 
Uberalion  Army,  which  was 
supported  by  the  U3. 


globally  for  the  Akin  Guaap 
uiw  firm. 

Duke  haa  written  a  oom- 
mentary  that  explains  at  more 
length  hb  concerns  on  the 
Issue  that  may  be  found  at  the 
ERLC's  webai'  i  at 
http://erlc.com/artlcle/the- 
troubl^with-trig  / . 


N.y.C.  school! church  conflict  may  be  settled  by  state,  governor 


NEW  YORK  (BP  and  local  leporb) 
—  A  New  York  State  Senate  committee 
has  stepped  in  on  behalf  of  chuidiea 
that  toon  will  not  be  allowed  to  meet 
in  public  schoob  in  New  York  Qty. 

sponsored  by  aasbtant  Senate 
Mmxrity  Whip  Martin  ).  Goldan,  die 
bill  wtnild  'prevent  school  districts 


bilT  wtnild  'prevent  school  districts 
from  excluding  groups  from  meeting 
on  school  proper^  because  of  the  reli¬ 
gious  content  or  viewpoini  of  their 
speedv  including  allowing  religious 
worship  services.' 

'I  salute  the  New  York  State  Serute 
Bducatton  Coccunittee  on  taking  bold 
and  decisive  action  on  thb  important 
iaaue,'  said  New  York  City 
Councilman  Fernando  Cabrera,  who 
urged  state  legbbtors  to  address  the 
matter  'I  am  confident  the  Asaembty 
will  follow  suit  and  urge  Gov.  Cuomo 
to  sign  the  Icgblstion  when  it  reaches 
hb  Msk.' 

Republicans  control  the  New  York 
Stale  Serute.  Democrats  control  die 
New  York  State  Assembly,  the  equiva¬ 
lent  of  the  Misslsaippi  House  of 
Representatives. 

If  S6087A,  approved  by  the  commit¬ 
tee  Jan.  24,  docs  not  paas.  New  York 


City  would  become  the  first  nu^  dty 
naUonwide  to  ban  churches  from 
meeting  in  public  schoob.  In 
Dccembec  die  Nbw  York  Department 
of  Education  told  about  60  churches 
they  have  until  Feb.  12  to  find  allerna- 
dve  meeting  spaces. 

Several  peaceful  demonstrations 
protesting  the  policy  have  taken  place. 
Cabrera,  who  abo  is  a  pastoc  waa  one 
of  aeveral  people  smMed  for  e  show 
of  civil  dbobedic’ce  earlier  in 
January. 

Ray  Parascando,  pastor  of 
CtosKoads  Chutch  in  Staten  bland, 
N.Y.,  which  has  met  in  a  public  school 
for  four  years,  commended  die  Senate 
committee  for  moirtare  the  btil  forward. 

*11  shows  that  it^  not  isobted  to 
churches  and  ,  astocs  that  think  thb  b 
unconstitutional,*  Paraacando  told 
Baptbt  Press.  'It  shows  that  kxal  elect¬ 
ed  leaders,  regardless  of  their  spiritual 
aifiUations,  dunk  thb  b  unfair. 

"Thb  b  picking  up  steam.  There  are 
a  number  of  local  and  now  regional 
politicians  writhin  the  five  boroughs 
that  are  stepping  up  to  the  oUl*  and 
making  phone  calls  snd  puding  thei.* 
names  on  bilb,'  Parascando  said. 


"I  think  there's  a  im  it,;  l  i,.-  ..j , 

strong  possibility  TJttimately,  It  s  grest  thst 

all  these.local  leaders  are 

the  very  least  an  behind  it,  and  I  Commend 
«t^ion  will  be  ^  ^ 

^  needs  to  be  praying  hard  for 

groups  should  be  ,  o 

allowed  to  gather  this, 
in  schoob  'even  in 

the  event  that  such  —  Kb'  Pwsseando 

meetings  include  potter 

religious  content  Lroaaroedi  Church 

or  views  in  their  Ststsn  Isbnd.  N.r 

roeech.  so  long  as 
these  meetings  are 
open  to  the  genera]  public.* 

Croaaroau  Church  has  painted  16 
schoob  in  all  five  boroughs  of  New 
York  Qty  as  part  of  a  Southern  Baptist 
-nitiative  called  Paint  the  Town. 

Parascando  said  even  if  Crosaroads 
Church  b  prevented  from  meeting  in 
Public  SctiMl  S2,  the  church  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  support  the  schoob. 

"Knowing  all  of  thb,  we  will  s**!! 
paint  the  schoob  this  summer  because 
we  care  about  the  children,  we  care 
about  the  faculty,  we  care  about  the 


.  ^ _ ^  Department  of 

:s  great  tnat  Education  and 

eaders  are  ‘‘“T  '! 

a  b  o  u  t  p 

COmrnend  Parascando  aaidp 

aying  hard  fix  a  lot  of  their 
decisions,  especial¬ 
ly  thb  regulation, 
we  still  want  to 
—  Rb»  Pwascando  minister  in  the  love 

patter  of  Jesus  Chrbt  by 

.rossrosdi  Church  serving.* 

Staten  latand.N.r  Parascando 
expressed  gratitude 
for  die  prayer  siq>- 
port  Crossroads  Qiiuch  and  oth« 
diurchee  tat  New  York  Qto  have  received 
from  peopb  throughout  the  nafion. 

*VVe  receivea  some  encoursein.f,^ 
emailic  and  that  stuff  goes  s  K'-n° 
way,*  he  said.  *I  think  one  of  the  pur- 
po^  that  God  haa  for  thb  situation  b 
It  gives  us  an  opportunity  to  reach  out 
for  prayer  more,  and  that  never  hurb. 

"ultimately,  it's  great  that  all  these 
local  leaders  are  behind  it,  and  I  cenn- 
mend  them,  but  the  church  still  needs 
to  be  prsyiiig  hard  for  this." 


y 


